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‘violation of American law, well de- 
cvs the’ Yitfention they” are likely to re 
Leta ‘They will be “diseussed*-with* much 
fury at least, if not. with. much judgment, 
within the walls ‘of Congress, and we trust 
they will at the same time engage the interest 
and provoke the decisive Voice of the country 
at large. ' 

National Neutrality Laws, when ‘ properly 
conceived, are. simply assertions of a plain 
national dtity, the discharge of which is essen- 
tial. to civilization. Without. such laws, the 
whole world would apse into the condition of 
those debateable border-lands which have in 

‘all ages been the nurseéfies of sectional hatred 
and international feuds. And neutrality, as 

Americans of the Nineteenth Century under- 
stand, is the constraint of all individual vio- 
lence by the sovereign authority of the State 
to which alone the supreme right of Peace 


| and War belongs. The actual Neutrality law of 
this country, under which the Government or- 


dered the arrest of Wut1am Wauxer and the 


dispersion of his’ band, is the law of 1818, and 


it;was' drawn’rup’ with a specific view to the 
aagertion of this precise American doctring.of. 


’ neytrality. In “policy, our Government: of 


course. goes, farther, aan sees throughout’ 
‘of: independent ’ sov-' 
.) the: whole ‘American 
theory of pélitie® rests). The Governments pf 


. the Old World have never acceptéd. this public’ 


practice. France interfered as a Government 
in. the affairs of Spain, without a declaration of 
war against the Spanish nation, when in 1823 
the Duc D’Ancouteme marched his army over 
the Pyrenees to save Ferpinanp VII. from 
the just punishment of his treachery and his | 
‘perjuries. * The” Western Powérs interfered in 
the affairs of Turkey in 1864.and 1856,when they 
dictated War and Peace to the Sublime Porte ; 
and still were broadly in the affairs of Gabeee' 
during the same period when they put down a 
Russophilist cabal at the Court of Athens by 
the presence.of an allied force in the Pirzus. 
The United States have never thus ‘put forth 
their. power. in, .support of . any. institutions 
“whatever in any quarter of ‘the world, except- 
ing in- the single. case of the Tripolitan war, 
when General Eton availed himself of a dy- 
nastic quarrel to bring the Dey to terms And 
out first Neutrality laws, those of June 5, 1794, 
Mareh 14, 1797, and April.24,1800, were in- 
tended to preserve the Union from any collis- 
ion with the great European nations in the 
tremendous wars of the French Republic. Our 
citizens were then absolutely forbidden to ac- 
cept commissions under any foreign Prince or 
State for the purpose of warring upon any 
other foreign Prince or State. The law of 
March, 1817, and the finally revised law of 
April 20, 1818, were directed to the mere re- 
pression of individual outbreaks upon foreign 
Governments under cover of the national flag 
and-its immunities. That is, this actnal law of 
néutrality is a law for the suppression. of sym- 
pathizers, and was intended to keep our people 
imbroifitig us" fu ‘the’ difficulties _be- 


, »- oqually 
-with:ourselves of attaining. this. abject; and 
‘equally: with ourselves determined to prevent . 
at the same time any interference of the des: . 
potic powers.in behalf of Spain. -At that time 
England was. more fruitful of sympathizers 
than we ourselves, and the deeds of one 
Macerrcorn in South America quite threw 
Waixer into the shade. The provisions of 
the English law of 1817 are mainly similar 
with those of our own, which was modelled 
upon it, and itis difficult to see in what way 
the. stringencies of this law could be modified 
without abandoning our cardinal principle of 
compelling our ‘citizens to abdicate their 
American character before taking part in the 
quarrels and .conflicts of .a foreign State. 
This principle should rather be reaffirmed by 
a provision making the act of levying or pre- 
paring war against a foreign State within our 
borders expressly equivalent to. an abdica- 
tion of American citizenship. Under the 
operation of such a provision there would be no 
difficulty in disposing of such a case .as-this 
of Watxes. He would be at once a foreigner 
to the United States, and a foreigner to Nica- 
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(Gos gia my alge ogtaey 
{pMical portrait aforesaid; there-te:no violent dis- 
“crepancy. In the one, as ih the other, we 
T trace the lineaments of thé thorolighbred sol- 
dier of fortune, and recognize all the charac- 
teristics of the Medieval Free Companion, the 
antique mercenary and the © modetn sympa- 


his name and for 


with thelr pworls for the imbecile senators of 
imperial Roitie’; the « poor brigands” of Frois- 
sart, who maintained themselves at free.quar- 


ar ang ma the provinees of France; when } 


eful treaties ” were nade without their 
-totetines and: fhe “¥8torn of ‘pease threw. 


them. suddenly out of: business. Men of this'|’ 


kind:are: hardly amenable ‘to the ordinary rules. 
“either of logic or’of morality which obtain’ in 
an.age-of civilization and.in a land of law. 
They must be judged, when we find it neces- 
sary to judge them, by the standards of a bar- 
barian code, which exalts force above equity, 
and opportunity above obligation. They are 
the Lord Cochranes.and the. Rob Roys of the 
world, and to them the good old rule is suffi- 
cient— 
——“‘the simple plan 
That they should take who have the power, 
And they should keep who can.” 
The story of their adventurous lives is never 
without interest, and the Muse is generally 
merciful to these scatter-brained foundlings of 
fortune, whose lot, however checkered it may 
sometimes be with gleams of golden light, is 
apt to darken to its close ; the luckiest of them 
all in general stumbling, like Tuxoporr of Cor- 
sica’ upon a_ throne, only'to die, like him, at 
last, in the debtor’s or the felon’s cell... There 
is a field still open, too, for all such men, in 
many quarters of the world, and Asia teems 
throughout her length and breadth with the 
_ successes of class. » Here it is.a Nepan- 
‘ese Napoleon: like’Jonwa Banavoor, who finds 
‘his Orangery of St. ‘Cloud ‘in the palace of his. 
‘uncle, and wing a minigterial victory over the: 
, opposition peers.of Nepaul by shooting down 3. 
baker’s. dozen ‘of the” lords in»council 
with his trusty Minié; there, a French ad- 
venturer : liké’ D’Orgont, who worms ° his 
way up mysteriously behind the Burmese 
throne, and .intrigues over half; a con- 
tinent. Some countries too of the New 
World invite the activity of. these abnormal 
energies by their intestine disorders and their 
social disorganization ; nor would ‘the most 
ardent. advocate of the Monroe’ erearias O- 
ject, we presume, to see Gen. Hennmvesan, 
Englishman ‘though he: is, busily engaged in 
the service, civil or military, of any State: be- 
tween the Mexican Cordilleras and the Andes 
of Peru. 

But the civilization of the United States has 
no need of such fereign and adventitious 
stimulants as this gallant Lanz-Knecht, in his 
letter which we publish to-day, would apply to 
it. The American people are not yet fallen 
intothe sere and yellow leaf, and the onward 
march of this great Republic can atill for 

‘gome time at least be carried on by the great 
forces which set the nation forward at the 
first upon its majestic career.. Peace and the 
Law are mighty agencies when the life which 
informs them is the will of twenty millions of 
freemen; and the area of American Em- 
pire is ndt likely to be extended by the sacri- 
fice of the principles which have made the 
American people what they are. 

It is not strange that General Henyincsen, 
as a foreign soldier of fortune, should be as 
ignorant of American. history as he is incapa- 


ble.of comprehending American progress, and | 
if it amuses him in these his hours of enforced. 


idleness to pen elaborate commentaries upon. 


the ‘war which was to have. beén’ ‘fought, ‘and? <i SAIN 
In the: Foxardo i:affair it: wat rant ts | Cm ; 


to emulate the literary while. forbidden to imi- 


“tate the “warlike achievements: of ’ Jus | 
Cxsanr, he ought - to be allowed, and even en-.. 


couraged, to continue: his disquisitions upon 
the philosophy of fillibustéerism.. His letter is 
well written, interesting, and, as a psycholog- 
ical-study, even valuable. But not even the 
license of a-military Bohemian can excuse the 
impertinent freedom with which this foreign 
General permits ‘himself to speak of 
American officers, bearing the commis- 
sion of their country, and discharging 
duties confided to them by the high- 
est authority in the ‘Union. General 
Henxninasen’s letter ts addressed to an Ameri- 
can Senator, Mr. Toomes of Georgia, but we 
cannot allow ourselves to believe that gentle- 
man in any way responsible for the audacious 
assaults made in this letter upon the character 
and patriotism of men like Captains Davis, 
Oxatagp and Pavutpine. Itis true that the 
Senate-house is no longer what it was, but the 
time can hardly yet have come for an English 


ragua, and, therefore, “a pirate and a felon,’ }” 


under the public law ofthe world. He would 
pipe ona specifically and in terms, where’ 


he really now ig, amd neither he norhis friends | c: 


Deyn gs pele seabnaeon ate 
of double anit shadowy citizenship. If Presi- 


dent Bronaxax really desires, to. inibeon our 


a4 Commissioners, where- ban heyy 





FOE Ris oie > VR. 


| ornia, their assumptions are: a ae 
ti la ile “t pl eee : _ 
Sos a Cpa nice phossn pre bog" RF, aS et Scie 


a short tinier gos "aul ue etnldkéd-for on’ 7 
ped nad egg ana 2 em If, as is now 


not improbable, the Governments of England 
and France shail give their assent fo the cot 


clusion of the Yrissari treaty, with the under- | | 





ee erie’ 
- svi: Pr pt egos p not és PhP. seth: 
te of the rt > Pa 


5 eatin, Ff 
Fr tel a 
















aohe ee wre: of rope ar 
5. Oren O not only. | 


Ba eee whi 


WW ur 2 
abe sem ges PEE He 


standing that it is to be supported and defend- 


possess all the-powef, with none ‘of thé ificon- | 
_ eRe of an“ entatigling alliance.” rd 
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Commodore Portér‘and Commodore 





affair of orien bie ‘Pisivine shi Feng Ox 


.Warxxn and his men, from.Nicaragua, was the.| et 


attack by .Commodore « Portsgr,: ‘some’ thirty |. 


years ago, on the town of Foxardo, in the 
Spanish Island of Porto Rico. Commodore 
Porrer had been sent on the West India sta- 
tion in command of a fleet of small vessels, 
among which was an armed steamer, to ex- 
tirpate the pirates who infested the -waters of 
the Gulf of Mexico, and committed constant: 
depredations on our! commerce. The public 
mind of the country had been greatly exas- 
perated against the Spanish authorities of 
Cuba and Porto Rico, not only. on account of 
several noted pirates having been sheltered 
by them, but in consequence of two of the 
officers. of our Navy, Lieutenant W. H. Aten 
and Lieutenant Cooxr, having been shot. by 
the guns of Spanish batteries—one of them in 
Porto Rico, and the other in Cuba—while in 
the pursuit of piratical boats. 

Shortly after the arrival of Commodore Por- 
tzr on the station, information was given by. 
American merchants in St. ‘Thomas that 


Carried to Foxardo,: why 


‘had no : force with Hin to"repel ‘an’ attack, 
an unfriendly reception not having been anti- 
cipated. 

On hearing of the indignity to our ‘flag, our 
gallant Commodore promptly repaired to Fox- 


ardo, landed with some two hundred men,’ 


and compelled the Governor and the authori- 
ties to come to him and apologize for thier con- 


duct, He-then marched hig men “into: the- 


town, and, after spiking the guns of the fort, 
retired. For this gallant conduct he:was re- 
called by Presidén¢ Apvaus, on a complaint 
having been made by the Spanish Minister, and 
subjected to a_ court-martial: Commodore 
Porter was a hot-headed, bold, and impulsive 
officer, and his gallant conduct while.in com- 
mand of the Essex frigate had endeared him 
to the people, and made him, perhaps, the 
most popular man.in the Navy. On his return 
to the country he wrote a series of ill-consid- 
ered letters, addressed to the President, in 
defence of his conduct, which tended to dam- 
age his case, and, doubtless, had a prejudicial 
effect on the minds of the officers who tried 
him. Whether that.were the case or.not, the 
court-martial found him guilty of invading the 
dominion of Spain and committing acts of hos- 


tility against. his Catholic Majesty. He was 
sentenced to be suspended six months from 


the service, and, on the finding of the Court 


being approved by the President, he left the 
country in disgust, and offered his services to 
Mexico, and was.made Admiral of her little 
Navy. 

In the case of Sonaeitiis Paupine the 


wishes of the authoritiés; he Meets 
dignity upon them ; while in the 


affair it was.not.an invasion, but a landing Miwa | 


protect the proper authorities from being as- 
saulted by a gang of marauders from‘our own 
shores;'whose landing there Commodore 
Pavipixe' had: been expressly instructed to 
prevent. The affair of .Commodore* Portzr 
has been brought forward to show that a pre- 
Cedent exists for the punishment and disgrace 
of Commodore Pavipinc. But we do not 
perceive ‘any analogy between the two cases. 
It was a gallant act, in our Commodore, un- 
doubtedly, and the nation loved him for it, so 
promptly to punish the authorities of Foxardo 
for their insult to our flag; but it- was not an 
act that the Government could ’countenance 
when Spain demanded an apology for it. In 
the case of Commodore Pav.pine no complaint 
has yet been made by the Government whose 
territory he violated, and until some explana- 
tion shall be demanded from it, it is certainly 
not. the duty of our own Government .to re- 
prove, or punish an officer for discharging his 
duty too thoroughly. Ifthe Spanish Govern- 


ment had not complained of the Pesan as of | 


the dominion of his. ‘‘ Catholic. majesty,” 
own Government..would .never have te 


4+ martialed Commodore. Porrzsr for ieeling | at Ty 


Foxardo. 
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Property had been. stolen by the. pirates, and |-the 
pow an officer of | waiters: 


{t by supplying the furnaces with fuel, of whi ich 2 
‘was abundance at hand. Upto the e 
gines, we do not find that any.water.o 

had reached the engine nor-was.there 
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properly kept up and the dutisa:ef the efficers andtien in: ~- The fir 


leak in the bottom of the vessel, or fracture or 
of any part of the machinery ; bat that the ea” 
gines,as already remarked, were prevented 





working, only by want of steam, and that agente. 


sidiously and slowly entered the vessel (as she was 
lying upon her side or very mueh keeled) by some of 
the air-ports which were either 


open or imperfectly closed, as also by the opening at tt 


the paddlo-whecl shaft, and through the protenio ches 
seams about the guards and other parts of resect so 
works, thus accidentally immersed. The water 
gradually increasing, was washed by the motioa of 
the vessel against and into the ash-pans and furnaces, 
extinguishing entirely the fires, and rendering it im-. 
possible finally to raise steam in the main boilers.” 

In concluding their “partial report” the 
Committee say : 

_ oan eet ena, Colca be concealed that 


only resemblance that: exists to that of Commo- tes 


and of the lives. of the biadsale of persons 
who went down with her, was due'to the mis-* 
management of the Engineer's department. The 
fault primarily is charged upon the Company 





in not making this department more strictly } 


and thoroughly subordinate to the Captain ;— 





but as it was independent of all other depart-}. 
ments in its action, the Chief Engineer is } * *. 
clearly responsible for any lack of attention or | vid 
efficiency in its management. If the proper | § 


organization which the Committee. think de- 





sirable, had prevailed on the ship,—if this and_ 


all other departments. had been, made 
Captain would be the officer in fault for x 


management. drt eee = 


head of each tg ori! 
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